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Friends Remember Dr. Thomas Drysdale 

Thomas Townsend Drysdale, Jr. died on February 28, 2013, in Goodyear, AZ, following a heart attack and 

stroke. Thomas was born on May 4,1921 in Alamosa, CO, and spent his early years in Colorado. He 

attended Compton Junior College where he met his future wife, Norma Fay Hall. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1941 and served in WWII as a B-24 pilot in the Eighth Air Force, 

44th Bomb Group, and flew missions over Sicily, Naples, Normandy and Germany. On his last mission, his 

plane was badly damaged. Upon the return over the channel to England, all the crew bailed out, except 

for Tom and his co-pilot. They were badly injured in the crash landing. Tom received the Distinguished Flying Cross and European-

African-Middle Eastern Service Medal. After WWII, he served thirty years in the U. S. Air Force Reserves, attaining the rank of Lt. 
Colonel. 

Between 1956-1981 Tom served as a principal, superintendent and regional director in the Department of Defense Dependent School 

System in England, Germany, Washington, D.C. and Hawaii. He earned a Ph.D. in comparative education from Georgetown University in 

Washington, D. C. in 1973. He was an adjunct professor of education at Northern Arizona University (NAU) from 1984 - 1994 

i 1989, while at NAU, Tom founded the American Oversees Schools Archives. When the archives outgrew the space allotted at NAU, 

Tom formed the American Overseas Schools Historical Society (AOSHS) in 1995, took possession of the archives and relocated them to 
Wichita, KS, where they are today. 

Recently Gayle, as a new member of the American Overseas School Historical Society (AOSHS) Board, wrote to Tom and stated, "It is the 
desire of the current AOSHS Board to go forth and carry the torch for AOSHS that you ignited." 

Dean and I have fond memories of Dr. Tom Drysdale. Dean worked with him as they climbed their career ladders. Tom was 

knowledgeable and well respected in the Department of Defense Dependents Schools. He was a man with a vision; he established 

definite goals and his expectations were high. Dr. Drysdale made significant contributions to DoDDS and AOSHS; he leaves a legacy."--
Drs. Dean and Gayle Wiles. 

Memories of Tom Drysdale by Diana Kempton (friend, Overseas Brat, and former board member of AOSHS) 

I first met Tom Drysdale at Joe Condrill's Overseas Brats Homecoming in 1999 at Covington, KY, when I attended his 

presentation on the proposed American Overseas Schools Historical Park. It was complete with architectural renderings and 

a model. I heard proposals by architectural committee members, AOSHS members, Overseas Brats members, and various 

Brats who belonged to individual school alumni groups. This white-haired gentleman stood tall and proud as he shared his 

background of having been a teacher in California, then an overseas schools principal and superintendent, and later, an 

adjunct professor at Northern Arizona University, working with the overseas schools teaching program. 

^^s he spoke of his vision for a museum and park, a home for people who were teachers, administrators, and/or students at 

hools around the world-people who felt at home in many places, yet had no singular place to call "home"-his vision 

became mine. I saw a circle of flags representing all American overseas schools to date waving in the wind, surrounding the 

open globe metal sculpture. Continued on page 5 
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Message from 
The Board 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

by Tina Calo 

4s part of our renewed emphasis on communication with members, we will try to give you updates on our meetings as well as what is 

happening with our members around the world. If you have interesting news/events to share, please send them to us, along 

with a picture if one is available. 

The End of an Era 

On February 28, 2013, Dr. Thomas Townsend Drysdale, Jr. 

passed away in Goodyear, AZ after a brief illness. Since Dr. 

Drysdale was the founder of the American Overseas Historical 

Society it is the end of an era, but not the end of AOSHS. We 

will move ahead with his dreams and vision of preserving and 

informing the public of the sacrifices of the families of the 

military and the adventures and experiences of DoDDS 

educators and students. 

A good part of this issue is being devoted to Dr. Drysdale, and 

we have a Memorial page about his life on our website. The 

website is being renovated but the page for Dr. Drysdale is 

available at this time. We will also devote part of our annual 

meeting in Dallas to remembering Dr. Drysdale. If anyone has a 

special story or remembrance, please forward to me, or the 

AOSHS Office, as soon as possible. We would like to create a 

scrapbook of his life from our perspectives. 

This past year, your board and the member volunteers have 

been busy increasing our membership and getting out the word 

of who we are. Soon boxes from the Heidelberg Schools will be 

shipped to Wichita, and again, our staff and volunteers will be 

busy sorting, cataloging, and preparing those materials for 

display. Our plans to join forces with the Museum of the 

American Military Family in Albuquerque are also moving 

forward. I hope we will have something definite to report in 

July at our annual meeting. We will also have an update in the 

next quarterly in the fall. 

At this time it appears that all board members will be returning 

for another year. We are still looking for people interested in 

becoming board members so please send your information to 

the office before the reunion. The board will be in Wichita in 

early September and we invite you to join us there if possible. 

It's a busy time, but it's a fun time and it will give you an 

opportunity to see how your dues and donations are used. 

The last point, and the most important point to my message is 

a BIG THANK YOU to all of you who have sent in donations to 

help us stay active and afloat, lain sends me the names of the 

donors weekly and I truly appreciate each and every one of 

you. Someone in Florida sent out a rumor that AOSHS was 

dissolving but I want to say here and now, AOSHS is alive and 

well and sharing our mission all around the world. Thanks, 

also, to our many volunteers including those still in the schooly^~N 

We wish all of you well. Please be sure if you are one of those 

who is on the move that you get your new address to the 

office. We do not want you to miss out as we move forward to 

preserve our DoDDS heritage. 

One of the highlights of our AOSHS year is the DoDDS Reunion 
held in July. At that time we hold our annual membership 
meeting and bring everyone up to date on what your board is 
doing. This year, sadly, we will be paying tribute to our 
founder, Dr. Tom Drysdale who passed away February 28th. 
Without Dr. Drysdale AOSHS would not exist. Again, if you 
have a memory of Dr. Drysdale that you would like to share, 
please bring it with you to the reunion or send it in to the 
office/HQs in Wichita. We hope to put together a memory 
book for the office and also present one to Tom's wife, Norma 
as well. Details about the reunion are in another section of the 
Quarterly. We hope to see you there. Be sure to stop by the 
AOSHS table, and reserve Friday morning for the AOSHS 
meeting. 

I always like to give a pat on the back to the DoDDS reunion.. 

This is our 25th reunion. Hope to see you there. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING AN AOSHS /-S 
BOARDMEMBER? If so, please contact Tina Calo for 
more information, tccalo@prodiqy.net 
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Memories from The Archives 
Collection 

^na Meinke, Germany: 1950- 1977 

MY FIRST TEN YEARS: GERMANY 

It has been a great experience, my twenty-seven years 
with the DOD Schools overseas. My only regret is that I 
didn't get into the program sooner. Teaching is teaching 
wherever one is, but this was also an adventure. I applied 
for an overseas teaching position while I was teaching in 
Seattle, Washington. I was accepted and left for Germany 
in August, 1950. 

My first assignment was in Bad Wildungen as a first and 
second grade teacher. Subsequent assignments in 
Germany were Hochest am Main and Wiesbaden. I spent 
two years at each location before I was finally given an 
assignment in Sevilla, Spain. 

Germany was an uncomplicated assignment for me 
because I had the advantage of speaking, reading and 
writing the German language. That also provided a few 
chuckles along the way. For instance, one day traveling 
on the train, two German ladies seated across from me in 

^"Ne compartment were discussing me, unaware I 
understood everything they were saying. They were 
determining my nationality. They came to the conclusion I 
was American because I had an American nose. Another 
time while sauntering along the street in Wiesbaden and 
behind two well padded German women and passing a 
Konditerei (pastry shop) I heard them say, "No point in 
going in here if they have no whipped cream." My German 
improved greatly by listening to many conversations. One 
little boy described me as "Die Tante mit die roten 
fingernageI" (The aunt with the red fingernails.) 

In most places, I lived in German hotels under U.S. Army 

management with meals usually taken at a nearby 
Officer's Club. The rooms also provided cockroaches, 
which were much in evidence when the lights were 
suddenly turned on at night. 

I brought my car from the U.S. and thus covered much of 
the German landscape in my spare time. Train travel was 
also fast, prompt and inexpensive. That is how I went 
through "Checkpoint Charlie" to the East Zone. There was 
evidence of much destruction from World War II wherever 
I went. 

I recall a few vivid memories of my first introduction to 
Germany after disembarking the "General Patch," a ship 
put in service to transport civilians arriving or leaving. 
Women in slacks were frowned upon. Since it was a 
weekend some of us decided to attend a church service. 
We stood out like sore thumbs in our bright colors while 
the local congregation were attired in very somber colors; 
brown, black, gray, and navy. 

My other assignments were in Morocco, Japan, the Island 
of Majorca, and Madrid; great assignments, all of them. 

Erna Meinke retired from teaching in 1977 to her home in 
Seattle where she keeps busy with volunteerism. One 
great service to her community has been in repairing dolls 
and sewing clothing for hundreds if not thousands of dolls 
to be distributed to children at Christmas time. She also 
spends much of her time at the Food Bank and other 
volunteer positions. She is extremely diligent in all that 
she does, and while overseas, was an outstanding 
teacher who cared for and taught her children in many 
happy and exciting ways. (Comments by Lucille Hansen) 

Copyright 2004 American Overseas Schools Historical 
Society 

There are over 70 households of former DoDDs educators 
living in Colorado Springs. They get together 3 times a year. 
Recently there were about 20 of them dining and spending the 
evening together. Here, Bev Brown and Nancy Morlock Hollins 
are trying to keep up with the belly dancer. By Kay Hosie 

PUBLISHING SCHEDULE FOR THE QUARTERLY: 

As the name indicates, the QUARTERLY is published four 
times a year. Material submitted for publication should 
reach the editors by: January 15; April 15; August 15; 

and October 15 
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Ever Ask Yourself if You Made a Difference? By Iain Woessner 

W h e n  I  w a s  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  R o o s e v e l t  R o a d s ,  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  I  h a d  a  t e a c h er ,  M r s .  

B i c k f o r d .  B a r b a r a  B i c k f o r d  h e a d e d  a  p r o g r a m  c a l l ed  " T a l e n t e d  a n d  G i f t e d " .  I  d i d n ' t  e v e n  

k n o w  w h a t  i t  w a s ,  u n ti l  I  w a s  e n r o l l e d  i n t o  i t .  I  w a s  s m a r t  f o r  m y  a g e .  V e r y  s m a r t ,  v e r y  c l e v e r ,  I  

l i k e d  t o  l e a r n  a n d  I  l i k e d  t o  r e a d.  I  c o u l d  ea s i l y  s w e e p  t h r o ug h  m o st  s c h o o l  p r o j e c t s  a n d  

c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  I  l a r g e l y  d i d n ' t  h a ve  t o  p u t  v e r y  m u c h  e f f o r t  i n t o  s u c c e e d i n g  in  m y  s t u d i e s .  I  

n e v e r  h a d  t o  t r y,  a n d  s c h o o l  w as  b o r i n g  f o r  m e .  I  w a s n ' t  f o c u s e d ,  a n d  t h u s,  I  w a s n ' t  l e a r n i n g .  

W h e n  I  w a s  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  t h e  T a l e n t e d  a n d  G i f t e d  p r o g r a m ,  I  d i d n ' t  r e a ll y  u n d e r s t a n d  t he  p o i n t  of  i t.  Bu t  t h e y  h a d  c o o l  

c o m p u t e r  g a m e s  ( l e ar n i n g  g a m e s  t h a t  s c h o o l s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  a  l o t  w i t h  i n  t he  9 0 ' s )  a n d  i t  w a s  a  s p e c i a l  c l u b  t h a t  m ad e  me  

f e e l  s e l f - i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  I  c o u l d  g e t  b e h i n d  t h a t .  M r s .  Bi c k f o r d  s e e m e d  v e r y  n i c e  a n d  i t  g o t  me  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  

c l a s s ,  w h o m  I  l a r g e l y  d i d n ' t  l i ke .  

M r s .  Bi c k f o r d  w a s  s w e l l ,  b u t  s h e  w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  f o r  m y  a r r o g a n c e .  H a v i ng  b e e n  c o a s t i n g  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  

I  c o u l d  r e m em b e r ,  I 'd  q u i t e  f o r g o t t e n  w ha t  i t  w a s  l i ke  t o  b e  c h a l l e n g e d ,  a n d  I  f e l t  m y s e l f  a b o v e  i t  a l l .  I ' d  r e a d  al l  t h e  b o o k s  I  

w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o —w a s n ' t  I  f i n i s h e d ?  H a d n ' t  I  d o ne  i t ?  I ' d  t h o u g h t  I  h a d  l e a r n e d  a ll  I  n e e d e d .  

I  r e m e m b e r  M r s .  Bi c k f o r d  t a k i n g  h ol d  of  m e  a n d  d r a g g i n g  m e  a wa y  f r o m  t h e  c o m p ut e r  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  w h i c h  I  a l w a y s  

e y e d  g r e e d i l y  a s  s o o n  a s  I  e n t e r ed .  S i t t i n g  m e  f o r c i b l y  d o w n  o n t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  a r e a  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t he  t i n y  r o o m ,  s h e  t h r u st  a  

b o o k  i n t o  m y  h a n d ,  w i t h  a  m o u se  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  c o v e r  h o l d i n g  a  s w o r d .  I  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o i l e d .  W h a t  w a s  t h i s ,  s o m e  k i n d  of  

C H I L D R E N ' S  b o o k ?  I  w a s  r e p u l s e d .  

S h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  bo o k  w a s  c a l le d  Redwall, an d  t h at  I  s h o u l d  r e a d  i t  d e s p i t e  al l  t h e  t al k i n g  a n i m a l s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  m u c h  

m o r e  g r o w n  u p  t h a n  i t  s e em e d ,  a n d  s h e  t h o u gh t  I ' d  e n j o y  i t.  I  w a s  s k e p t i c a l ,  b u t  m y  e g o  w a s  t h o r o u g h l y  s t r o k e d  b y  t h e  

p r o s p e c t  of  r e a d i n g  a  b o o k  i n t e nd e d  f o r  m u c h  o l d e r  r e a d e r s .  I  p r o m i s e d  h er  I' d  r e a d  a  c h a p t e r,  e x p e c t i n g  t o  b e  b o r e d  w i t h  

i t  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e n  a n d  I  c o u l d  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o mp u t e r  g a m e s .  

I  d i d n ' t  g e t  b o r e d  b y  t h e  f i r st  c h a p t e r ,  n o r  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d  o r  a n y  o f  t h e m .  T o u g h  a s  i t  w a s ,  a m o ng  t h e  t o u g h es t  b o o k s  I ' d  

t r i e d  t o  r e a d  b y  t h a t  t i m e  i n  m y  l if e ,  I  m u s c l e d  t h r o u g h  a n d  re a d  R edwa l l  c o v e r  t o  c o v e r ,  a n d  wh e n  I ' d  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  i t ,  I  

w e n t  o n  t o  d e v o u r  e v e r y  o t h e r  b o o k  t h e  a u t ho r  B r i an  J a c q u e s  e v e r  w r o te .  An d  I  s t o p p e d  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I 'd  l e a r n e d  

e v e r y t h i n g ,  I  s t o p p e d  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I  k n e w  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  n e ve r  t o  j u d g e  a  b o o k  b y  i t s  c o v e r .  

F o r  t h a t ,  I  t h a n k  M r s .  B a r b a r a  B ic k f o r d .  

"Daring sctiool year 1994-1995, DoDDS-Europe operated 155 schools in nine countries. At the end 
oi the current school there will He 76 school on the rolls." 

DoDDS Europe Names Two New Assistant Superintendents By Allen Dale Olson 

In a late January DoDEA news release, Frank O'Gara announced the appointments of Doug McEnery and Carl 

Albrecht to assistant superintendencies in the Kaiserslautern and Bavaria Districts (Germany). McEnery will stay at his post 

as principal of the Bahrain Middle/High School till June, then move into his new assignment in Ansbach in June. Albrecht, 

currently deputy superintendent in the DoDEA Domestic Schools, North Carolina, will assume that position in 

Kaiserslautern, the largest DoDDS district in Europe. |j 
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Tales from the Top Shelf b y  la i n  W o e s s n e r  

A  w h i l e  b a c k ,  I  w a s  c l e a r i n g  o u t  s om e  s h e l v e s  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t ,  u n d e r  t h e  h o p e f u l  g u i s e  o f  p e r h a p s  c r e a t i n g  a  h a n d y  w o r k  

R a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  u s  t o  r e b o x  a n d  r e p ac k a g e  n e w  a r r i v al s  a n d  s e g r eg a t e  t h e m  b y  s c h o o l .  W h i l e  c l e a r i n g  o u t  t h e se  s h e l v e s ,  

L n o u g h ,  I  c a m e  u p o n  s o m e th i n g  q u i t e  r e m a r k a b l e .  

I t  w a s  a  p h ot o  a l b u m  b e l o n g i n g  t o  J u d i t h  E .  Z a h n ,  t he  j u n io r  c l a s s  

a d v i s e r  f o r  M i s a w a  H ig h  S c h o o l  i n  J a p a n .  T h e  m o s t  s t r ik i n g  t h i n g  

r i g h t  u p  f r o n t  a b o u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m  i s  t h e  c o v e r — a  b e a u t i f u l ,  

l a c q u e r e d  w o o d - c a r v i n g  d e p i c t i n g  c r a n e s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  J a p a n e s e  

p a g o d a ,  a n d  w h at  a p p e a r  t o  b e  l a n t e r n s  f l o a t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b l a ck  

w a t e r .  

B u t  a s  w i t h  a n y  p h o to  a l b u m ,  t h e  r e a l  t r e a s u r e  i s  i n s i d e — d o z e n s  of  

s m a l l ,  h a n d - c a p t i o n e d  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  ma n y  f a c e s  a n d  

f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  p o p u la t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  

e n v i r o n s .  

P i c t u r e s  c a n  t e ll  a  t h o u s an d  w o r d s ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  a r c h i v e ,  w e  h av e  

m a n y  p i c t u r e s .  C l a s s  p h o t o s ,  p e r s o n a l  p h o t o s ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  

y e a r b o o k s  a n d  s l i de s .  A  w h o l e  u n i v e r s e  of  vi s u a l  h i s t o r y  l i e s  s l e e p i n g  

a t o p  o u r  s h e l v e s .  

A n o t h e r  t o  o u r  a r c h i v e  w a s  a  co l l e c t i o n  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  

f r o m  t he  S o e s t e r b u r g  s c h o o l  in  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  Ea c h  p h o t o g r a p h  

/ a s  a  s i m p l e  e n d - o f - t h e - y e a r  cl a s s  p h o t o ,  w i t h  a  d o z e n  o r  s o  s mi l i n g ,  s h e e p i s h  e l e m e nt a r y  s c h o o l  k i d s  f r a m e d  b y  t h e i r  

s t a l w a r t  t e a c h er s .  E v er y  p i c t u r e  h a s  d i f f e r e n t  s m i l e s ,  s a v e  o n e.  A  s i n g l e  m a n  i n  e a c h  p h o to ,  o n e  y e a r  o l d e r  i n  e a c h  

s u c c e e d i n g  o n e .  

F o r t y  p h o t o s  a n d  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  a n d  y o u  s e e  a  m an  a g e  a n d  c h a n ge  b e f o r e  y o u r  

e y e s .  I n  b u t  a  f e w  m i n u t es  o f  s i f t i n g  t h r o u g h  s o me  t h i n  p i e c e s  o f  p l a s t i c ,  y o u r  

f i n g e r t i p s  h a v e  b r u s he d  t h r o u g h  a n  e n t i re  l i fe t i m e ,  a n  e n t i r e  c a r e e r .  T h e  l i f e  o f  a  

D o D D S  t e a c h e r . . . i t  m a y  s o u n d  s o me w h a t  c o r n y ,  b u t  y o u  c a n  a l m o s t  f e e l  t h e  

h i s t o r y  w h e n  y o u  h o l d  p i c t u r e s  l i ke  t h i s ,  y o u  c a n  a l m o s t  f e e l  t h e  p a s s i o n  a n d  t he  

e n e r g y  a n d  t he  d r i v e  t h a t  s e t s  D o DD s  t e a c h e r s  a p a r t .  

T h e y  s a y  a  p i c t u r e  t el l s  a  t h o u s an d  w o r d s .  I  h o p e  3 3 4  w o r d s  wi l l  s u f f i c e .  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Tom Drysdale, remembered from page 1 

I  e n v i s i o n e d  a  p l a c e  t o  c al l  " h o m e "  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e d  i n  m a n y  m o r e  

p l a c e s  t h a n  I  h a d .  I  a t t e n d e d  D e p t .  o f  D e f e n s e  s c h o o l s  i n  W e s t  Be r l i n  f r o m  6 t h  

g r a d e  in  1 9 6 5 - 6 6  t h r o u g h  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 2 .  B e f o r e  t h a t ,  I' d  b e e n  i n  t h e  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  S c h o o l s  a t  F t .  H u a c h u c a ,  A r i z o n a  

s i n c e  K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  a t t e n d i n g  o n l y  o n e  u n c o m f o r t ab l e  y e a r  a t  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b e t w ee n  t h e  t w o .  I  j o i n e d  A O S H S  t h e n  a n d  

t h e r e ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  m y  s e r v i c e s  o n  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  T o m  t o o k  m e  u p  o n  i m m e d i a t e l y .  S o o n  I  w a s  e d i t i n g  

> , d  l a y i n g  o u t  t h e  Q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  k e p t  m e  i n v ol v e d  a n d  up  t o  d a t e  o n  e v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  A O S H S .  I  w a s  

s u r p r i s e d  a n d  p r o ud  t o  b e  n a me d  t h e  " A O SH S  V o l u n t e e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  f o r  2 0 0 1 "  d u r i n g  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  w e e k  o f  t he  AO S HS  

Historical Park in Wichita, KS, and was even more proud to serve two terms alongside continuedpg 6 
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fellow alumna and classmate Jeri Polansky Glass as the first Overseas Brat alumni on the AOSHS Board of Directors. 

From taking on the Archives to founding today's AOSHS in 1989, 

Tom was the spearhead of an effort to preserve the history and memories 

of America's grand experiment to send military families overseas instead'""^ 

of just those who served, thus showcasing American life and providing 

their children the highest quality education experience. We owe his 

memory so much. Without him, we would not be on this path, and much 

of the memorabilia of the overseas schools experience would be 

scattered to the wind. 

Personally, I have lost a fr iend, a great mentor and a source of 

inspiration-not to mention a champion in my career track. Because of 

Tom, I'm now also an adjunct faculty member of two colleges, as well as 

pursuing some dreams that involve writing and photography-- dreams that might have been left on the back burner 

without his inspiration. 

Tom's wife, Norma, once forwarded me their tongue-in-cheek retirement plans for when Tom turned 85: to take up 

residence on a Princess Cruise Ship, since the accommodations were far better, and less expensive, than those of senior 

care facilities. But Tom kept on going, sailing on his own course till the end, working tirelessly to preserve our histories and 

memorabilia so they may live on in perpetuity. Thanks, Tom. We will keep your dream alive. 

From Dr. Ann Bamberger (the 2nd AOSHS President following Tom) 

I met Tom Drysdale in 1979 when I became principal at SHAPE High School in Belgium and Tom was director of 
the Atlantic Region of the DoD schools. He started as my boss, and over the years, became my friend. When h^^^ 
retired in 1981 I thought it unlikely that we would meet again, but when I was later assigned as Superintendent of 
the Heidelberg District in Germany, who should pop into my office but Tom Drysdale. It was about 1990 and Tom 
was an adjunct professor at Northern Arizona University (NAU) in Europe supervising student teachers from NAU 
in DoDDS schools. At that time he told me about AOSA, the American Overseas Schools Archives, which had 
been established at NAU in 1989. 

Due to the collapse of the Soviet Union, the military mission in Europe had changed and many schools were 
closing. Tom and Dr. Eugene Hughes, president of NAU, felt the history of this unique school system was too 
important to lose, so the archives were established. When the space at NAU became too small, Tom took 
possession of the materials and the American Overseas Schools Historical Society (AOSHS) was incorporated in 
1995. Tom's dedication to AOSHS and the history of the schools is evident. He worked tirelessly to find a home 
for AOSHS and attempted to get funding for a museum to house the memorabilia and artifacts sent in by schools, 
educators and former students. 

Following meetings with Senate staffers and a member of the House of the Representatives, he hoped to receive 
some Federal funding, but September 11, 2001 brought a halt to any such plans. The museum was put aside and 
a building was bought in Wichita to house the archives. From being a totally volunteer organization, to having 
several part-time employees, AOSHS has grown to have a full-time office manager/archive director, and is 
actively pursuing joining forces with other museums representing military life. 

None of this would be a reality without Tom Drysdale's vision and tireless efforts over the past 18 years. At one 
time there were over 200 schools in Europe; the count in 2013 is 76. The loss of schools in the Pacific is far less,^^ 
primarily all the schools in the Philippines and a few in Japan. Tom has left a wonderful legacy that will keep the 
memory of those schools and the quality of education they provided alive. We have much for which to thank him. 
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DODDS WORLD REUNION XXV 

It's Big D for the 25th overseas educators anniversary reunion and committee members are going all 
out to make sure that this silver observance will be memorable, according to Bill Hobbs, the reunion 
committee chair. 

"Already we have over 400 registered, and this looks like it will be another successful get together," he 
says. 

Dallas, Texas, will be the host city when educators from around the world, mainly the DoDDS schools, 
convene July 18-21. The Dallas Marriott City Center Hotel is the headquarters site, located in downtown 
Dallas. "We think everyone is going to enjoy Dallas as the host," Bill notes. "Besides seeing our long-time 
friends and colleagues, the city-and the state-are brimming with fun and interesting things to do." 

Registrations are still being accepted, according to Zora Apt, committee treasurer. "Specific details can be 
obtained from visiting our website (www.doddsworldreunion.com) and in our monthly newsletters," committee 
computer statistician Sandy Hope reports. The hotel, of course, is taking reservations and that information is 
also included on the website and newsletters. 

What is going on at the Reunion? "Basically, we follow the same format," JoAnn Johnson says. "We have 
early registration (for those who come early) on Wednesday, July 17, with regular registration beginning on 
Thursday, July 18. On Thursday evening, there is a welcome session, followed by a cocktail buffet reception. 

On Friday afternoon, we have our slate of mini reunions. Saturday is free, although we are working on 
getting at least one tour set up. Saturday evening is the banquet, and then on Sunday morning, there is the 
'farewell' breakfast buffet. In between all these events there is ample time for folks to get together. We 
usually leave Friday evenings free so that attendees can make individual arrangements for dinner." 

"Every day, we will have the Hospitality Room open," coordinator Alberta Brown explains. "We have lots of 
vendors with their books, mementos, art works,jewelry, and other items on display, plus we will have a 
NARFE table and possibly another NAEP recruitment desk. And, naturally, the Hospitality Room is where 
folks can congregate. The lobby is also quite nice." 

For the mini reunions, this year, the sessions are shorter, as we have more minis. "The groups are smaller 
due to smaller rooms but also because many feel that in the past the very large groups were simply too 
cumbersome. Still, everyone should be able to see everyone they wish to see." 

The hotel is an atrium-styled hotel and on the bottom of the enclosure is a giant ice skating rink. "So don't 
forget your ice skates," Bill says. "It will be hot in Dallas in July, as it has been in everyone one of our 
reunions, but this hotel has plenty of shops, eateries, and coffee bars in the atrium area so it will be easy to 
stay cool." 

Friday morning will be set aside for the annual AOSHS general membership meeting, according to Bill. 
"We are looking for everyone to attend this very important session," he says. "President Tina Calo and her 
officers always have important information concerning our historical society and you won't want to miss it." 

In addition, he says, suggestions for the 2014 Reunion will be aired. "The present committee members, 
having now presented ten reunions, are 'retiring' and so new membership is needed. A chairperson, 
someone to negotiate (and sign) the hotel agreement needs to step forward and get organized for next year. 
We have been urging our attendees since August to get ready for a new committee. It's a big undertaking, but 
it is also most satisfying, to see our folks come together each year." 
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Memorial Program Memorial Program for Alumnae/Alumni 

You may purchase a brick or paver in your own name, as a 
gift in memory of a friend or loved one, or a school. Write to 
the Memorial Program address or the e-mail address below 
for the correct order card(s). You may include a 300-word 
biography and a photo along with the check when you submit 
your order. The selection of bricks/pavers appears below. 

Memorial Fund 

You may organize a fund for a deceased friend or loved 
one. The fund will be announced in two issues of the 
Quarterly so that others may contribute. When the fund 
closes in six months, you will receive an accounting and 
determine which item the fund will purchase. Write to the 
Memorial Program address or the e-mail address below to 
request a Memorial Fund Form, or print the form at 
www.aoshs.org/kiosk; just click on Memorial Program. 

Donate 

You may also donate to an already established fund by 
sending a check payable to the AOSHS Memorial Fund at the 
address below. Please note the honoree's name on the check's 
memo line. 

AOSHS Memorial Program, 
PO Box 4312ScottsdaleAZ 85261-4312 
[Don't forget to indicate the honoree's 

name] 

We have had many names added to our Those No Longer 
with Us paver, where friends or loved ones have sent a 
donation to remember a special person in their lives, but did 
not wish to purchase a brick or start a memorial fund. 

Though this began as an educator remembrance, several 
of those recognized are alumni. Because of the increase in 
donations for this fund, we feel it appropriate to create a 
second paver specifically to recognize alumni. If friends wish 
to remember a deceased former student, send the h onoree's 
name, school, and year of graduation (if appropriate), and it 
will be included in alphabetical order on the kiosk page, 
which can be viewed by going to www.aoshs.org/kiosk, then 
clicking on the Interactive Kiosk link, and following 
directions. 

To rememberan alumna/alumnus in this way, send a 
check payable to the AOSHS Memorial Fund at the address 
below. 

Please note the honoree's name on the check's memo line 
and include a note requesting that this person be honored on 
the Alumni Memorial Paver. 

e-mail: memorialprog@aoshs.org 

Note: e-mails must include AOSHS in the subject area 

Type of Bricks and Pavers 
Offered In the Program 

Size (in 
inches) 

Characters/Line 
(includes spaces) 

Maximum 
Lines 

Total Characters 
(includes spaces) Cost 

Ceramic Brick 4 x 8  15 2 30 $100 
Ceramic Paver 8 x 8  15 5 75 $250 
Medium Granite Paver 8 x 8  15 5 75 $500 
Large Granite Paver 1 6 x 1 6  25 11 275 $1000 
Premium Granite Paver 2 4 x 2 4  35 17 595 $2500 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  < * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  < * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  I * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dr. Tom Drysdale May 4, 1921 - February 28, 2013 Thomas Townsend Drysdale, Jr., died on February 28, 2013 in Goodyear, 
AZ, after a brief illness. He spent his early years in CO and attended Compton Junior College, CA, where he met his future wife, Norma 
Fay Hall. At Compton he was the basketball high scorer in the state of California for that year. He also played clarinet and received both 
state and national champion status on the instrument. He played for a time with the Long Beach Symphony. 

In 1941 he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps and served in WWII as a B-24 pilot in the Eighth Air Force, 44th Bomb Group flying 
missions over Sicily, Naples, Normandy and Germany. On his last mission, his plane was badly damaged. Upon the return over the 
channel to England, all the crew bailed out but Tom and the co-pilot, both of whom were badly injured in the crash landing. He received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and European-African-Middle Eastern Service Medal. After WWII he served thirty years in the U. S. Air Force 
Reserves, attaining the rank of Lt. Colonel. 

Tom received a B. A. from Whittier College, in Whittier, CA, in 1952. He taught in the Whittier elementary school system from 1952 - 1956.^^ 
He then served as a principal and superintendent in the Department of Defense Dependent School System in England, Germany and 
Hawaii from 1956-1981. He received a Ph.D. in comparative education from Georgetown University in Washington, D. C. in 1973. He was 
an adjunct professor of education at Northern Arizona University from 1984 - 1994. Continued on page 9 
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In 1989, he founded the American Oversees Schools Historical Society Archives at NAU. In 1995, when the archives outgrew the space 
allotted at NAU, Tom formed the American Overseas Schools Historical Society (AOSHS), took possession of the archives and relocated 
them to Wichita, KS. A resident of Goodyear for 18 years, he leaves his beloved wife of 70 years, Norma Fay Hall. 

r~Njdrey A. Smigay July 24, 1935-March 14, 2013 Audrey was from Joliet, Illinois, and graduated from the University of 

Illinois and Michigan State University. She began her teaching career in California and then joined DODDS. Her overseas assignments 

were Okinawa, Japan, Libya, Germany, Korea and Italy. Audrey was a dedicated teacher and made the most of her overseas 

assignments. She was an active member of the Catholic Church, and held leadership positions in teacher and parent organizations. 

Audrey retired to Sarasota, Florida and continued to be an active member of the community. She will be remembered by her family and 
friends as a v ibrant personality and a caring friend. 

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ruth Hatcher October 27, 1944 - November 16, 2012 

Ruth was born October 27, 1944 in Lampasas, Texas. She earned three education degrees - a BA from Texas Wesleyan College and 
Master's degrees from East Texas State and Trenton State University. 

For 6 years she taught art and PE in Garland, TX. In 1986, Ruth and her husband mixed their love of travel with their education career 
when they joined DoDDS, Her first assignment was at Boeblingen ES where she taught 2nd and 6th grades. Her leadership and people 
skills advanced her to become Assistant Principal at Aschaffenburg ES/JHS (Germany), Wuerzburg ES (Germany) and Lester MS in 
Okinawa. During this time in Okinawa, she was selected as the DoDDS Worldwide Assistant Principal of the Year. Subsequently she 
became principal of Kadena MS and Kadena HS in Okinawa. 

Closing out her DoDDS calling, she became the Principal-in-Residence for the DoDDS-Pacific Region's 45 schools, where her 'get it 
done' attitude and administrative skills served her well. She then moved to Hawaii to serve as an Education Specialist for the US Pacific 
Command. She retired in April, 2011, after 25 years of federal government service and 32 years of education service. 

•^farren Ruppel May 10, 1921 - November 18, 2012 

Warren was born and raised in Sheboygan, Wl. He graduated from North High School in Sheboygan in 1939 and served in the Army Air 
Corps from 1941 - 1945. He married Frances Wilson in 1944. 

Warren earned degrees from the University of Illinois and taught in Urbana from 1948 to 1954. He then joined DoDDs and served as a 
teacher and administrator around the world until he retired in 1980. His assignments included Germany, Japan, Hawaii, the Philippines 
and Washington, D.C. 

Through his dedication to DoDDs, Warren made many personal friends, as well as friends for the DoDDs school system around the world. 

Warren and Frances moved to Sarasota, FL in 1988 where they lived for the remainder of their retirement years. 

Irving "Mike" Sweeny November 10, 1925 - September 27, 2012 

Few knew Mike as Irving Royal Sweeney. He was given the name "Mike" by a U.S. Navy recruiter during World War II, when he joined the 
Navy. He was told that he'd never survive as "Irving Royal". 

Before entering DODDS, Mike taught high school in Maine. With DODDS, he taught social studies in middle and junior high school in three 
places...London, Madrid, Naples. 

While always a New Englander at heart having been born in Methuen, MA, he retired in 1985 to Spring Hill, FL to live near his brother and 
sister-in-law. Mike is survived by his two nieces, Susan and Mary Ellen, and two great nieces. 

His love for travel began in the Navy when assigned to China as a sailor. Mike was an avid reader who also loved theater. He was an 
active member of the Lions Club and the VFW. 

^^uiet and introspective, Mike will be missed by family and friends. 

CLOSED FUNDS 

CAROL JOHNSON BRICK ROSS SMITH BRICK 
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The Nonprofit Membership Program: AOSHS welcomes new members to join using this form. Please 
feel free to pass it along to friends and colleagues 

NOTE: Effective August 1,2009, the Individual Life Membership Program was discontinued. With the cost of operations 
continually on the rise, this seemed to be one of the economic moves to help us stay operational. Once we become life members, 
many of us forget that donations are still needed to help keep us afloat. {Those of us who are life members are, of course, 
grandfathered in - ALL existing life memberships are still in place. The program simply has been closed to future, new life 
memberships.} 

So please do not forget to send in a donation — use your birthday as a reminder, for example. For those of you who have 
an annual membership, please renew on time. Your renewal date is listed on the address label of the Quarterly. You also may 
pay ahead. Just be sure to indicate that on the form. Dues may be paid by check, money order, or credit card. Use the form as 
well to update your information. It's important to keep us informed about address changes, as the newsletter is not 
usually forwarded.] 

American Overseas Schools Historical Society, Inc. 
Nonprofit Membership Program 

704 West Douglas Avenue, Wichita, KS 67203-6104 

PLEASE NOTE: This address is for tax-exempt MEMBERSHIP DUES, ILMP, AND DONATIONS ONLY. 

Printed full name: New Member • -or- Renewal ED 

Address: 
(Street or Box No. City (APO/FPO) 

Telephone: E-mail: 

State ZIP) 

I am a Former • -or- Current Educator • -or- Student • -or- Other: 

Check Enc. ED -or- VISA / Mastercard | _| | | | J I I I I I I I I l_l Exp. Date: 
/ 

Name: 
Credit Card) 

$25 for annual 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

(as it appears on your 

dues and 4 issues of the newsletter 

Donation for the AOSHS Endowment/Building Fund. 

Donation for the Drysdale Archives Endowment Fund. 

_Donation for the AOSHS Operating Fund. 

Signature 

I have included AOSHS in my estate planning ED 
Referred for membership by (if applicable): 

Date Total: $ 
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aoshs Directory 
B o a r d  D i r e c t o r s  

President 
ice President 

Secretary 
T reasurer 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Quarterly: 
Co-Editors 

Tina Calo 
Gayle Vaughn-Wiles 
Winanne K. Murray 

Rita Wells 
John Williams 

Thomas E.Smith 
Lani Allanson -Donoho 

Evelyn Bauer 
Chris Kyrios 

overseasschools@aoshs.org  
vicepres@aoshs.org  

secretary@aoshs.org  
rwells@aoshs.org  

jswbigbark@aol.com  
tanddsmith@aol.co.uk  

Iani01grad@aol.com  
bauer.evelyn@gmail.com  

Kyriosc@yahoo.com 
V o l u n t e e r s  
Allen Dale Olson & 

Circe Olson Woessner militaryfamilymuseum@comcast.net 
Memories, Schools List Les Burch 
Memories John Williams& Winanne Murray 
DoDDS Overseas Rep Jeff Martin 
Educator/Alumni Database Esther Golde 
Memorial Program Carolyn Wilber 
Deceased List Linda McCauley 
Webmaster lain Woessner 
Wichita Volunteer Myrna Margraf 

overseasschools@aoshs.org  
overseasschools@aoshs.org  

jmartin@aoshs.org  
alumnidata@aoshs.org  

clwilber@cox.net  
Kokomogirl_99@yahoo.com  

webmaster@aoshs.org  
overseasschools@aoshs.org 

O v e r s e a s  R e g i o n a l  
C o o r d i n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

Coordinator 

Bavaria 
Heidelberg 
Isles District 
K-town 

^V/lediterranean 
Ramstein, K-town 

E U R O P E A N  A R E A  

Lucky Moore Lucky.Moore@eu.dodea.edu 

RE GI O NA L  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

Maribeth Clarke 
Carol Kuzmick 

Sandy McCloskey 
Scott & Carolyn Davis 

Beth Pond 
Shelley and Jeff Pellaton 

maribeth.clarke@eu.dodea.edu  
carol.kuzmick@eu.dodea.edu  

sandy.mccloskey@eu.dodea.edu  
gasthausdavis@hotmail.com  

beth.pond@eu.dodea.edu  
pellatons@t-online.de 

Coordinator 

Guam/Agana 
Japan 
Korea 
Okinawa 

P A C I F I C  A R E A  

Charles E. Kelker charles.kelker@pac.dodea.edu 

R E G I ON A L  R E P R E S E N TA T I VE S  

Maria Rubio 
Paula Miller 
Irene Lee 

MarkHonnold 

maria.rubio@pac.dodea.edu  
paula.miller@pac.dodea.edu  

sahsbandmom@hotmail.com  
maestro@konnect.net 

The American Overseas Schools 
Historical Society 

...is a Kansas non-profit organization that collects, 
records, preserves, exhibits and provides research 
opportunity about historical memorabilia of the American 
overseas schools. Members promote global knowledge and 
understanding of this unique endeavor, thus adding a critical 
chapterto the history of American education. 

This AOS'HS Qtvarter/y"Is'pt7bTfshe3'four'times a year'by 
the Society to enhance public understanding of the human 
effort, service, reward, and sacrifice in educating our 
American children and youth abroad. 

AOSHS MEMBERSHIP is $25.00 annually and includes 
four issues of the newsletter. Tojoin, send dues to AOSHS, 
704 West Douglas Avenue, Wichita, KS 67203-6104. A 
membership application form is provided elsewhere in this 
newsletter for your convenience. 

DONATIONS to help preserve the American Overseas 
Schools Archives (AOSA) for posterity and historical research 
are appreciated and are tax deductible as allowed by the IRS. 
Donations may be sent to the above address. 

READERS are ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT short, factual 
ARTICLES of human interest regarding their experiences 
overseas. Articles printed may or may not reflect the opinions 
of AOSHS. Please submit articles preferably bye-mail to 
overseasschools@aoshs.org, or by snail mail to: AOSHS, 704 
West Douglas Avenue, Wichita, KS 67203-6104. 

Tfie"S'OSHS'Poficy 
The Directors realize that to obtain all AOSHS objectives: 

1) the strong support of the membership is absolutely 
essential and must be recognized; 

2) that although the Society greatly appreciates and 
recognizes all donations and gifts, it will neither recommend 
nor encourage its members to obtain the services or products 
of any company; and, 

3) the Society will not discriminate on the basis of 
lifestyle, race, sex, religion, or political affiliation. 

A m e r i c a n  O v e r s e a s  S c h o o l s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  A d d r e s s e s  
Office Manager/Archives Director 

Arch i ves: Alumni Database Info 
Educator Database Info 

Memorabilia 
Contact the President 

Membership 
Memorial Program 

Office/Archives Assistant/Wichita Office 
Web Site & Internet 

e-mail & Change of Address 

aoshsoffice@sbcglobal.net phone (316) 265-6837 
AOSHS Alumni Database, aoshsoffice@sbcglobal.net phone (316) 265-6837 
AOSHS Educator Database, aoshsoffice@sbcglobal.net phone (316) 265-6837 
AOSHS Archives, 704 West Douglas Ave., Wichita KS 67203-6104 
President, aoshsoffice@sbcglobal.net phone (316) 265-6837 
AOSHS Membership, 704 West Douglas Ave., Wichita KS 67203-6104 
AOSHS Memorial Program, PO Box 4312 Scottsdale AZ 85261-4312 
AOSHS, 704 West Douglas Ave., Wichita KS 67203-6104 
www.aoshs.org 
aoshsoffice@sbcglobal.net phone (316) 265-6837 

Mary Muehring Circle Honors AOSHS Members' Philanthropy 

The Mary Muehring Circle was established in 2002 to recognize philanthropists large 
and small who have included AOSHS in their estate planning. It is important to provide for 
the Society's future in a variety of ways. AOSHS honors all those who have made bequests 

^ through a will, trust, life insurance policy, or retirement plan. If you wish to include 
AOSHS in your estate planning, please contact: 

President, AOSHS, 704 West Douglas Avenue, Wichita, KS 67203-6104 
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