On one hand, it is ironic that it is 38
degrees and raining here at Crawford
Lake. I am sitting at my kitchen table
with a fire in my Kineo wood stove.
The fire is taking the chill off the
room. We had a long winter and
spring has not arrived yet. . .
bah humbug!
That is the story of my life, it seems!
As far as my Maine man, Dean
Wiles, is concerned, there are seven
stages of Alzheimer’s and Dean has
entered stage 6. He moved from
moderately severe cognitive decline
to severe cognitive decline. The
transition was quite obvious and
more stressful for me.

On the other hand, extremely
positive things are happening with
AOSHS and I am so excited! The
AOSHS Board of Directors is
working diligently to accomplish the
goals we set for the organization.
The new museum is in progress, with
Ron Harrison chairing the museum
committee. Bob Germaine monitors
the floor plans and various layouts
closely. He questions items and
brings issues to the attention of the
committee, executive board, and/or
the board of directors. All the
preliminary planning related to our
building, located in the Historic
Delano District of Wichita, has been
completed with the assistance of area
engineers and city planners. We
own two properties, 704 and 708
Douglas Avenue. For years 708 was
rented by a church. The rental served
as a nice little monthly income,
which helped to defray some of our
expenses. When the decision was
made to utilize 708 as the museum,

the church found another location in
which to worship.
It is amazing to see the transitions in
the construction process. The related
articles and pictures will capture
your attention. Linda Connelly will
chair the subcommittee responsible
for the interior decor and the
placement of memorabilia in the
museum. Adam Grossman,
contracted employee, who assists
with the archival duties, will provide
support to the subcommittee. There
are other transitions in progress as
well. Kelley Germaine and Doug
Kelsey have been working with the
Lee Media Group as we completely
upgrade and overhaul our website. It
will be up soon and what a
magnificent difference...just wait!
One of the upgrades will include the
digitized yearbooks. Doug has been
diligent in locating yearbooks from
almost every school. Kevin
Frutiger, contracted employee, has
Continued On Page 2

President’s Message-continued
scanned over one thousand
yearbooks in preparation for the
digitization process. Just recently a
member donated an extremely large
number of yearbooks and
memorabilia from a school that has
been closed for at least 20 years. It is
quite rewarding just to see these
things take place. Have you noticed
the work by Jackie Kelly and
Monica Tiller? What was once
called “Bricks and Pavers“ is now the
Memorial Program and
Commemorative Tile Program,
respectively. It is important for you
to read the information in order to
contribute to the memorial funds of
friends and associates, or to purchase
a tile for yourself or a loved one. As I
get older, I am always sorrowful over
the death of a DoDDS colleague.
Rebecca Dunn has upgraded the
books once called the Black Books
and newly named the Historical
Books. The AOSHS lifeline is
reflected in these books. Rebecca
just completed extensive work on the
DoDDS schools in France during the
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60’s. Her research incorporates
photographs and memories from
educators who experienced that era
of our history. Make sure you start
the series of articles by reading the
introduction to Memories of
DoDDS Schools in France.
Eventually we hope to have a link
in the Q that will connect you with
the same stories on the website
where you will be able to find
additional historical information.
Chris Kyrios, our BRATS
representative, has been working
on the presentation of
the Thomas Drysdale Scholarships
for 2019.

All of the things we are doing as a
volunteer board occur because of
donors. Nancy Bresell not only
takes awesome minutes for our
board, she also monitors the listing
of donors through our Donor
Recognition Program. We are
making strides because our
membership has not forgotten us in
their estate planning, birthday

remembrances, annual contributions,
and other taxable contributions. I am
particularly grateful for the
partnership we have with the
Department of Defense Education
Activity. This partnership has not
only enhanced our mission, but also
helped us to achieve the
organization’s goals. This year we
are celebrating our 30th anniversary.
After 30 years in existence, we can
truly thank our entire membership
and acknowledge DoDEA for
helping us make Dr. Thomas
Drysdale’s dream come true in
Wichita, Kansas.
I am sincerely humbled by the hard
work and progress that has been
made by the AOSHS members and
Board of Directors. I am also
thankful for the incredible support
AOSHS has received from DoDEA
over the past two years. Please read
the letter following this message,
which recognizes all of us and
the 30th anniversary. See you
in Albuquerque!
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RON HARRISON, Treasurer
AOSHS BALANCE SHEET
As of April 30, 2019

AOSHS PROFIT & LOSS
April 30, 2019

April 30, 2019
Assets
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Total Current Assets

$613,342.08
$613,342.08

Fixed Assets
Building
Total Fixed Assets

$170,000.00
$170,000.00

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Direct Public Support
Other Types of Income
Program Income
Wichita CF Investments
Total Income
Gross Profit

Total Assets

Jan-April 2019

$0.00
$336.16
$855.00
$0.00
$1,191.16

$189,360.00
$1,524.87
$10,241.23
$11,627.56
$212,753.66

$1,191.16

$212,753.66

$40.00
$6,413.76
$216.06
$1,282.84
$4,821.20
$16,541.44
$420.00
$1,599.16
$31,334.46

$2,688.00
$22,467.83
$511.69
$4,286.73
$17,614.76
$45,122.21
$420.00
$2,979.44
$96,090.66

-$30,143.30

$116,663.00

$783,342.08

Liabilities & Equity
Equity
Opening Balance Equity
Net Income
Total Equity

$666,679.08
$116,663.00
$783,342.08

Total Liabilities & Equity

$783,342.08

Expense
Business Expenses
Contract Services
Maintenance
Office Expenses
Operations
Program Projects
Travel and Meetings
Utilities
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Update and Looking Ahead
LINDA CONNELLY, Membership, pro tempore
Membership of AOSHS currently stands at 888
regular and Life members combined. It is
important to note that people who were
members from 2008 and earlier who were no
longer active have been dropped from our
database... but you can still rejoin! A
membership application can be found near
the end of this newsletter.

4

April 2019

Our organization is currently seeking a volunteer to serve as our
Membership Chair. If you are interested, please contact Gayle
Vaughn-Wiles at gayle.aoshs@gmail.com or through AOSHS at
email: office@aoshs.org, or phone at: 316-265-6837.
Our Annual Meeting is held each year at the DoDDS Reunion.
This year we will be meeting in Albuquerque, NM, 18-21 July. If
you haven’t attended a Reunion, please do so! It’s great fun
reconnecting with former colleagues and friends.
Lastly, if you are a current AOSHS Member, please consider
sponsoring a new member. Our membership dues remain at $25
per year, and $45 for two-years, so sponsoring a new “Each One,
Reach One” is affordable.

CHRIS KYRIOS, BRAT Representative
AOSHS has awarded two $1,500 Dr.
Tom Drysdale Memorial
Scholarships to Overseas Brat
seniors Jasmine Litton of Daegu HS
(Korea) and Kurt Metzger of
Vicenza HS (Italy). Both winners are
excellent students and demonstrated
good broad character with volunteer
work and were active in school
activities and sports. The awardees’
applications, along with those of a
record number of other highly
qualified applicants, were reviewed
by a scholarship committee from
AOSHS and Overseas Brats.
Ms. Litton will be attending Indiana
University and Mr. Metzger will
attend the Honors College at
Valparaiso University
(coincidentally, also in Indiana.) We
wish the scholarship winners and
other applicants the very best in their
academic endeavors.

Funding for this scholarship was
initiated by Brats attending the
Overseas Brats Gathering in 2013.
The fund has since grown and been
adopted by donors of the Karlsruhe
Alumni Association, the Colorado
Brats Club, and merchandise sales
on line and at the DoDDS World
Reunions and Overseas Brats events.
Funding this year also came from a
Facebook fundraiser in 2018 for
which over 40 brats and educators
made generous contributions.

donation to the Dr. Tom Drysdale
Scholarship Fund. If you have an
upcoming school or regional reunion
you might consider collecting
donations at that event!

For the 2019-2020 school year,
AOSHS plans to award another
$3,000 in scholarships to Brats at
overseas schools and for that, we
NEED TO REPLENISH THE
FUND. We are striving to award
these scholarships annually, so
developing on-going funding is
critical. Please help us in this
endeavor by making a tax-deductible

For further information please
contact AOSHS Board Member,
Chris Kyrios at
kyriosc@yahoo.com. The Board
looks forward to hearing about any
fundraising ideas you or your school
may have. Thank you for preserving
the memory of Dr. Drysdale who was
the visionary behind the American
Overseas Schools Historical Society.
AOSHS’ mission is to collect and
preserve the historical archival
memorabilia of the entire American
overseas school system, a unique
chapter in the history of
American education.

Please make checks payable to
(or call 316-265-6837 to donate by
VISA or MasterCard):

AOSHS
Attn: Scholarship Fund
704 W. Douglas Ave.
Wichita KS 67203

Visit the AOSHS website at
www.aoshs.org.

Jasmine Litton
Daegu HS, Korea

If you are not already a member of
the AOSHS Facebook group you can
request to join here:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/169980156354700/about/
Kurt Metzger
Vicenza HS, Italy
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Yearbook Initiative Continues
DOUG KELSEY, Assistant Treasurer
THE GOOD NEWS
AOSHS has scanned over 1350 yearbooks and has obtained scanned copies
of an additional 380 yearbooks from various sources. There are an additional
1170 yearbooks in our archives to scan. These 2900 yearbooks will be
available online for the general public to access through AOSHS’ new website. AOSHS hopes to have 1800
yearbooks online by October 1. This new resource will be a valuable treasure for current and former students,
teachers, administrators and staff. AOSHS’ partnership with DoDEA has enabled this remarkable step forward for
the organization. No longer will the archives be a remote resource in Wichita, but they will become available to
anyone anywhere in the world.
WHERE YOU COME IN
AOSHS will continue to methodically and persistently pursue every available avenue to obtain the missing yearbooks
in our collection. The most important part of that pursuit is YOU! You may not personally have any yearbooks
that AOSHS needs, but you may know of someone or some organization that has a valuable stash for us. It could be
friends, acquaintances, Facebook sites, or Twitter accounts. We can leave no stone unturned. We hope you will do
everything possible to assist AOSHS in preserving the legacy of the DoD
schools throughout the world, both past and present.

THE PROCESS
There are two ways to help AOSHS complete their collection:
1) If you are ready to donate the items you have, please mail them to:

AOSHS
704 W. Douglas Ave.
Wichita, KS 67203
We will scan them and add them to our archives.
2) If you are not ready to donate the items to the AOSHS archives, please
send them to the address immediately above. We will scan the items and
return them to you. We will then add the scanned copies to our online
collection. The entire process takes approximately three weeks. Please
ensure you include a note stating you would like the items returned and
do not forget to include your return address.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For questions and inquiries, please contact Doug Kelsey via text at
404-664-9128 or via email at dskelsey@hotmail.com.
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AOSHS’ Artifact
& Memorabilia Initiative
DOUG KELSEY, Assistant Treasurer
THE INITIATIVE
Just as in the yearbook initiative, AOSHS needs to add
artifacts and memorabilia to our archives for all DoD
schools that exist and have existed throughout the
world. AOSHS will be digitizing all artifacts and
memorabilia in our archives and placing them online to
be accessed through our new website. We need YOU
to help us add to the AOSHS archives.

Although we cannot be specific with respect to a
particular year that we need items, we are in search of
items that will be interesting to many in our audience
and will contribute to preserving the history of the
DoD schools. Please refer to the AOSHS Collection
Policy on our website for information on the types of
items appropriate to donate to the Archives.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For questions and inquiries, please contact Doug Kelsey
via text at 404-664-9128 or via email at
dskelsey@hotmail.com.

Will Luck Be Your Lady?
At the reunion in Albuquerque this July, AOSHS will
again have its annual raffle. Will you be the lucky
winner of the use of a villa in Italy, a handmade quilt,
lobsters from Maine, a wine basket or other fabulous
treasures from around the world or here in the US? You
just need to buy tickets at our table and place them in the
bags for the items you desire. The more tickets you
purchase, the better your chances will be. We hope
everyone will be a winner.
AOSHS is dedicated to preserving the history of our
overseas schools and can only continue our mission with

THE PROCESS
There are three ways to help AOSHS complete their
collection.
1) If you are ready to donate the items you have, please
mail them to:
AOSHS
704 W. Douglas Ave.
Wichita, KS 67203
We will digitize them and add them to our archives.
2) If you are not ready to donate the items to the
AOSHS archives, please send them to the address
immediately above. We will digitize the items and
return them to you. We will then add the digitized
copies to our online collection. The entire process
takes approximately three weeks. Please ensure you
include a note stating you would like the items
returned and do not forget to include your return
address.
3) You may also take pictures of the items and send
them to the contact person named to the left.

your support. Our hope is to make this year’s raffle
another success. We thank everyone who has
committed to donating items and hope many more of
you are planning to bring items to the reunion. Just
bring your items to the hospitality room and we will do
everything else. This is a wonderful money maker for
AOSHS and, with your help, we will have lots of items
to tempt your fellow reunion attendees and help
support AOSHS.
If you have a few hours to help sell tickets at the raffle
table, please contact Rebecca Dunn at 443-783-3181
or email her at simplydunn@comcast.net.
Thanks for your support of our annual fundraiser.
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Expansion

Remodeling

RON HARRISON, Treasurer

Almost two years ago the AOSHS Board of Directors
decided to start making plans to rebuild our facility to
include a full museum with displays and a digital room to
create an online presentation of our archives. Last year
we finalized our plans and approved the construction,
thanks to assistance from DoDEA. Over the past 10
months we have hired an architect, decided on the best
plans to rebuild the museum, and made the initial moves
to begin construction. This month we have finalized the
architect plans and a contractor has been hired to
implement the plans.
During the planning session we decided to move the
current archives in the front portion of the current
AOSHS office (704 W. Douglas Ave.) to our building
next door (708). Our current building has a very high
antique metal ceiling, which will be ideal to highlight the
museum. The archives located in 704 have been moved
next door, and Adam, our contracted archivist, has been
busy reorganizing them.
In May we hired a contractor and construction is
beginning on the remodel. This will include all new
flooring and paint in the museum area. We are adding
two new restrooms and removing the existing restroom,
which is sub-standard. We are making a doorway
between the two buildings to allow us ease of access for
communication and work purposes. We are also adding a
room specifically for digital equipment so we can digitize
all of the archives for presentation on our new web site.
Completion of this project is expected
sometime in late summer or early fall.

Items sitting snuggly in 708,
eagerly waiting to go on display.

AOSHS IS LOOKING FOR A NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Please contact Gayle Vaughn-Wiles at gayle.aoshs@gmail.com, or through the AOSHS office at
office@aoshs.org or 316-265-6837 if interested.
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AOSHS Website Updates
KELLEY GERMAINE, Tech Liaison

The development of the new AOSHS
website is definitely happening!
There have been numerous emails
and conference calls with the Lee
Media Group regarding all aspects.
The scope of work has been
identified in terms of website
features and functionality as well
as technical requirements
with recommendations.
Our projected timeline is divided into
two phases. Phase One should be
completed in three months. The
sitemap has been approved by the
committee as well as the website
content for the home and inside
pages by the entire board. The core
website development and
programming is in progress. The plan
is to have the pre-site launch by the
time we are in Albuquerque for the
DoDDS Reunion and the AOSHS
Annual Meeting followed by a
presentation by Tom Brady, DoDEA
Director on Friday, July 19, 2019.
Phase Two should be completed by
September 2019. This would include
the current yearbooks that have
already been archived by our contract

employee, Kevin Frutiger. He will
continue to scan all available
yearbooks as well as search for the
missing editions. AOSHS will also
initiate digitizing our artifacts and
memorabilia utilizing our
PastPerfect system. Our contract
archivist, Adam Gossman, has been
using PastPerfect to archive and
document the contents in the
multitude of boxes containing
memorabilia from schools and
individuals. All of this will take
additional time and resources to
make this history available to all on
the internet.
Both of these phases include training
for our AOSHS staff to ensure that
we are able to manage the site once
it’s live and we are updated on any
new processes. We will also conduct
due diligence with the costs
of hosting and the security
management plan.
The site will have a custom design so
that it properly presents our unique
organization. There are some
complexities to it but the sitemap
will be located in the footer for ease

of navigation, along with other
valuable information, such as our bylaws, list of volunteer board members
and more. One of the real
advantages to our new website will
be the ability to search for materials.
For example, if you are looking for a
specific region, country, school, or
year in regards to a yearbook, you
will be able to find it if it has been
available to scan. Plus, if you are
looking for a specific donated
artifact, that also can be found. The
Quarterly will be available to
everyone who visits our site. It is a
quality product that showcases our
non-profit and should be available;
current and past issues.
As anyone can imagine, these
accomplishments will take time to
produce and load onto the website.
We appreciate your patience with the
work that the volunteer board is
performing. This new website,
which will make the AOSHS
archives available to all interested
parties, is only possible because
of AOSHS’s new partnership
with DoDEA.
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NANCY BRESELL, Secretary
AOSHS wishes to recognize this quarter’s donors who support the Archives and our Operating Fund. While membership fees are
definitely the backbone of our funding, member donations are vital to carrying out and expanding the work of the Society.
The Board has agreed to once again run the annual recognition program from the beginning of the previous DoDDS Reunion
(Reunion XXX – July 19, 2018) to the beginning of the upcoming DoDDS Reunion this year (Reunion XXXI – July 17, 2019).
The names of donors within the Support Levels will have their names published in the ’Q’ the quarter that their donation was
received, or if missed, the following newsletter. All donors for the year will be recognized for a final time in our Fall 2019
issue, and to all of you who found it in your hearts and pocketbooks to support the AOSHS mission, we thank you.

DONOR SUPPORT LEVELS
Supporters
Those who donate from $25.00 to
$99.00

Pacesetters
Those who donate from $250.00 to
$499.00

Patrons
Those who donate from $1,000.00 to
$1,999.00

Friends
Those who donate from $100.00 to
$249.00

Sponsors
Those who donate from $500.00 to
$999.00

Benefactors
Those who donate $2,000.00 or more

On TWITTER at https://
On
TWITTER at https://
twitter.com/aoshsoffice
twitter.com/aoshsoffice
On
On YOUTUBE
YOUTUBE at
at https://
https://
youtu.be/SmBE9u1elAM
youtu.be/SmBE9u1elAM

10

JACKIE KELLY, Memorial Program

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENTS
MARY ELLEN O’GRADY PHELPS
November 12, 1933 - January 14, 2019
Mary Ellen is survived by her husband William M. Phelps of Park City, Utah. They were
married for 56-1/2 years. Mary was an educator for more than thirty years, 27 years of
those years being with DoDDS teaching in France, England, Germany and Puerto Rico.
After their retirement in 1994, they returned to Park City, UT where they built Mary’s
mountain dream home. They spent the next several years traveling around the world and
visiting more than 100 countries. Mary is interred at Mount Calvary Catholic Cemetery in
Salt Lake City, Utah.
Sponsor: William M. Phelps

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Patricia Steinkuehler’s fund was opened in December
2018. Her sponsor is Cynthia Johnson. There is
currently $50.00 in Patricia’s memorial fund.
Donors: Cynthia Johnson

Gwendolyn Demps’ memorial fund was opened in
January 2019 by Gayle Vaughn-Wiles. Her fund
has $50.00.

Takashi Suyama’s fund was opened in December 2018.
His sponsor is Nancy Bresell. His memorial fund is
at $250.00.

Leland “Lee” Davis’ fund opened in February 2019 with
a donation by C. Fears. Nancy Bresell is the fund’s
sponsor, and now has $125.00.
Donors: C. Fears, Nancy Bresell

Donors: Nancy Bresell, Gayle Vaughn-Wiles, Beth
Middlemiss, Howard (Bill) Ryskamp

Donors: Gayle Vaughn-Wiles, Howard (Bill) Ryskamp

CLOSED ACCOUNTS
Barbara Williams—Memorial Fund was sponsored by
Glynn Turquand. Closing amount in fund is
$125.00 and is eligible for a 4”x8” red quarry
commemorative tile.
Donors: Glynn Turquand, Gayle Vaughn-Wiles, Nancy
Bresell, Mary Allen

Ed Davies—Memorial Fund was opened in July 2018
with a donation by Roxanne Ferry. Sherry Templeton
became the sponsor, the fund has closed with
$125.00, and is eligible for a 4”x8” red quarry
commemorative tile.
Donors: Roxanne Ferry, Gayle Vaughn-Wiles, Sherry
Templeton, Howard (Bill) Ryskamp
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We have 65 tiles available for sale in assorted sizes:
24
20
15
1
3

4”x8” Red Quarry Tiles
$100.00
8”x8” Beige Quarry Tiles
$250.00
8”x8” Polished Granite Tiles
$500.00
12”x12” Polished Granite Tiles $1,000.00
18”x18” Polished Granite Tiles $2,500.00

Once these remaining physical tiles have been sold, the
Memorials page on our upcoming new website will then
feature digital tiles in the form of a graphic image
including an embossed inscription.
Forms for the tiles are located at the end of
this newsletter.

By Linda Connelly
…and The Wall Came Tumbling Down…
To those of us who lived in Germany during the late
1980’s, one event surpassed all others…
The Fall of the Berlin Wall
Historically, two American Presidents gave notable
speeches, which directly referenced Berlin and the Wall.
In June 1963, President John Kennedy said, “Ich bin
ein Berliner” in support of the people of Berlin. Further,
this was a direct notice to the Soviet Union to let them
know the position of the United States with regard to
support of West Germany.
In June of 1987, President Ronald Reagan visited
Berlin and gave an important speech at The Brandenburg
Gate during which he said, “Mr. Gorbachev, Tear Down
This Wall.” Like President Kennedy years before him,
President Reagan was delivering a message to the Soviet
Union…and the people of West Germany.
Two years later during Veterans Day weekend in 1989,
actions spoke louder than words ever could.

Because of the long weekend, a large group of us from
the schools in Wiesbaden made a ski trip just beyond the
Brenner Pass and we were ignorant of the speech given
by the GDR Central Committee spokesman, Gunter
Schabowski, that “opened” the Berlin
Wall…“immediately.”
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A late-comer who joined our ski group informed us on
the slopes between ski runs, rather nonchalantly, “So, the
Wall came down last night.” We all laughed and shook
our heads, thinking, “Yeah, sure.” Given this
individual’s reputation as a prankster, no one took him
seriously. Imagine our surprise when we got back to the
ski lodge, and we verified that it was TRUE! The Wall
had been opened and people were coming across in
amazing numbers.
We skied and enjoyed the rest of our weekend, but not
nearly as much as our longer-than-usual drive back to
Wiesbaden. East Germans had poured into the West.
Their miniscule, incredibly slow “Traubis” filled the
Autobahns. The sound of honking horns was deafening
as Mercedes, BMW, and Audi drivers welcomed the long
walled-off countrymen to West Germany…passing them
as if they were standing still…but in a friendly,
welcoming way. Equally amazing, were the hundreds of
people on each Autobahn overpass, waving and
welcoming their countrymen “home”. It was an
incredible drive and an overwhelming feeling of
“victory” for the people of Germany…ALL the people of
Germany. Such joy and emotion from everyone--Germans and Americans alike.
Of the many moments in history that I experienced while
living overseas, the “Fall of the Wall” ranks highest on
my list. The honking horns, the waving arms on the
overpasses, the liberation of so many Germans…I think
of it every Veterans Day and probably always will.

REBECCA DUNN, Historian
This is Part Two of the series on DoDDS schools in
France (see the Spring 2019 issue for Part One.)
Between 1950 and 1967, there were a total of sixty-nine
schools and six high school dormitories in France.
Sadly, we have very little information about these
schools in our archives. We only have the name of some
of the schools and don’t even know when most
officially opened or closed. From military records we do
know that the USAF operated eleven major air bases in
France. They were Bordeaux-Merignac AB, ChamblyBusssieres AB, Chateauroux Air Depot, ChaumontSemouties AB, Dreux-Louvilliers AB, Etain-Roures
AB, Evreux-Fauville AB, Laon-Courro AB, Orly AB,
Phalsbourg-Boursceid AB and Toul-Rosieres AB. There
were also communications sites and/or facilities at
French airports and a US Army presence. USAREURCOMZ was headquartered in Orleans and had other

facilities at La Rochelle, Verdun and Paris. Most of the
facilities had been French bases and were used by
German forces during WWII. The US Army was
responsible for base construction and maintenance of all
American facilities. After researching AOSHS files and
reaching out to DoDDS colleagues, I am so pleased to
share the following memories from people who attended
or taught in the French schools. We thank everyone who
took the time to share their memories with us. If you
have any memorabilia or stories to share, please forward
them to our headquarters in Wichita, Kansas or email
me at simplydunn@comcast.net. We do not want to
lose the memories of teaching with or going to DoDDS
in France.

In another quarterly, I will highlight the schools in the
Philippines and Midway. If you taught there or attended
school there, please share your memories with us.

MY MEMORIES OF MOVING TO FRANCE
AND GOING TO DREUX AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL
By Charles Brantley
It was sometime in November 1963
when my mom packed up all five
kids and an Air Force car picked us
up at the hotel where we had to stay
for two days in one room with two
beds and a cot. For some reason,
we didn’t care or mind that the
room was cramped and stuffy. It
was another adventure as an Air
Force family. Dad was already at
Evreux Air Force in Evreux, France
and had been for a while. I am sure
that he was anxiously awaiting all
of us after being there for so long.
We were taken to Andrews AFB in
Maryland. Waiting at the terminal
I just remember watching my
favorite black and white TV show,
“The Twilight Zone” with Rod
Serling, before we had to board the

plane for Paris. Somehow that has
always stuck with me.
The propeller plane flight was long,
boring and noisy. I think that Phil,
my brother, got sick and threw up
which almost made me throw up.

It was cold and damp when we
arrived in Paris, but we didn’t care
because dad was waiting to pick us
up. We gathered up all our bags and
mom counted heads as we got into
the white four door station wagon
that dad had brought. I just found a
black and white picture of that
station wagon parked in front of the
trailer tin cans that we lived in at
Dreux American Air Force Base.
We had to all live in small, ugly,
small trailers which were base

housing. It was winter and the snow
was on the ground and those trailers
were like refrigerators. We heated
the living quarters with small
kerosene heaters. I still can’t get
that kerosene smell out of my nose.
It is a wonder that none of us died

Continued On Page 14

13

-continued

from having colds that bitter winter.
Luckily, we only lived in the trailers
for a short while before we got offbase housing near the city of Dreux.
My fondest memories were of
“Billy-Goat Hill”, a 45-degree hill
that kids used to ride down on
cardboard or sleds, or simply roll
down. Somehow none of us got
killed, that I know of, even though
there was a big drop-off at the end
of the hill. We didn’t care because
we were fearless back then and
having a great time.
Memories of Dreux included the
cave people who actually did live in
caves dug out of a hill side. Of
course, gypsies would come around
to try and sell us stuff or collect
whatever we threw away. I don’t
recall any problems with them, and
we had so much more than they did.
There was a travelling artist who
sold us some original oil paintings
dirt cheap. Mister Van Dame would
just knock on your door and do an
exhibition of his paintings in your
living room. If you didn’t see what
you wanted, he would paint what
you had in mind and bring it you a
few days later. My folks bought a
couple of pictures of fruit bowls and
one of a castle on the waterway
somewhere in France, which I
inherited and hung it on my wall.
My mom still has the pictures of the
fruit bowls on her dining room wall.
I have always wondered what ever
happened to him as he is not in the
internet that I can find.
I attended half of my 7th grade at
Dreux AFB and my 8th grade at
Evreux AFB. The classes were
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small, so we got to know each other
pretty well. I don’t recall ever
asking “what does your father do”.
We were all in this together, through
thick and thin.
We eventually moved to off-base
housing in Evreux. The housing
was nice, and I had a good time
there. This is where I met my first
“Frenchies” and we hung out. Yes, I
had my first French girlfriend who I
think was much older than me. I
seem to remember that her name
was Monsai or something like that.
I don’t want to brag, but that is who
gave me my first “french-kiss”.
Ooh la la!
I enjoyed living in Evreux. It had
lots of stuff to do. Phil and I spent
most of our time at the recreation

center where we played lots of pool.
I attended Boy Scout meetings there.
It was at a Boy Scout meeting when
someone came in to tell us that
President Kennedy had been shot
and was dead. Stuck with me
ever since.
Phil and I had our first big fight with
a bully that was picking on Phil. Of

course, I had to jump in fist first.
After it was all over, we all became
good friends. I wonder whatever
happened to him. He was a great
guy once we taught him a lesson not
to mess with the Brantley boys
from Georgia.
I got my first real job at the
Commissary bagging groceries for
tip money. It was good money,
especially at the end of the month
when everyone got paid. I bagged a
lot of groceries and actually earned
some good money. I even had to
loan my dad some money for the
NCO Club a few times. I was living
high on the hog with money to spend
at the snack bar, for the movies and
bowling, and of course, there was
Renee, my first real love.
By this time
Monsai had
disappeared from
my life. That
was OK because
I didn’t speak
French anyway
and all we ever
did was kiss and
hold hands.
Renee was a cute,
pixie blonde that
reminded me of
Lulu, the singer.
She was as sweet as she could be and
we started hanging out a lot, even
though she was an officer’s kid. You
know, ranks aren’t supposed to mix
much in the military. Her dad was a
pilot and was gone a lot anyway so
there was no problem. We became a
couple which was great.
Continued On Page 15
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For my freshman year of high
school, I got to leave home and live
at a boarding school which was
located at Dreux AFB. Every
Sunday I had to make sure that my
clothes were washed and dried and
ready for packing. This is when I
learned how to iron. I didn’t have
many jeans and my pants were
polyester or something like that and
they wrinkled terribly. So, either I
went to school with wrinkled pants
or I had to iron them on Sunday
night. I ironed them.

We met the bus around 6:00 am on
Monday morning for the drive to
Dreux. I think that it must have
been 1 ½ hours away. We got to
Dreux, grabbed our bags and ran to
the dorm to drop off our suitcase
and go grab some breakfast at the
cafeteria. I loved to eat the food at
the cafeteria, most of the time. I
actually loved SOS and to this day,
I love to eat biscuits and sausage
gravy. Not too healthy for you,
but always brings back some
good memories.
Basically, there were 5-day students
who stayed Monday through
Thursday night and went home on

Friday after school and the 7-day
students whose dad’s were stationed
at bases further away. They got to go
home on long holidays, but mostly
just stayed at Dreux AFB. They
would plan trips to Paris and other
locations near Dreux AFB. What I
did not know then or understand is
that there were dependents from all
of the US services, as well as NATO
kids, Embassy kids, DoD kids, etc.
We all lived in two-story dorms, or
barracks. The boys had two and the
girls had two.
Each dorm had an
adult dorm
counselor who
tried to keep
order. Good
luck!
I remember a
group of boys
who picked up a
Volkswagen bug
that belonged to a
dorm counselor
and put it in the
hall on the 2nd floor. Imagine that?
What do you do when you are bored
and away from parents? There was
always some mischief going on.
I was elected as the Freshman Dorm
Representative and got to hang out
with some of the older boys which
was good. We had 4 roommates to a
room, although the Seniors either got
their own room or just one
roommate. They were the kings of
the dorm and they let you know it.
I always had extra money from
bagging groceries, so I would run to
the BX and buy a bunch of sodas,
candy and chips and bring them back

to the dorm. I started my own snack
business in the dorm and sold them
during the nightly study breaks. I
always went home with more money
than I came with and Renee was
waiting for me.

I also did some ironing for the
seniors. Not sure if I got paid any
money, but they sort of adopted me
as their little buddy. That Sunday
night ironing came in handy after all.
I had some really good roommates
and we had lots of good times. I will
never forget my best friends: Ralph
Cave, Casey Davis, Tom Kolokowski
and Jan Tatala, to name just a few.
Talk about bonding!
I was into sports at Dreux HS and
earned my varsity letters in cross
country and wrestling. Because we
competed against other American
DOD schools, we usually had to ride
buses, trains and, even a ferry, when
we competed with schools in
England. Of course, travelling
between countries in Europe was like
traveling between states in the USA.
Most of our games were on the
weekend, so most of the athletes who
stayed in the dorm as a five-day a
week student, had to stay over
the weekend.
In 10th grade, Renee entered the 9th
grade, so she was with me at Dreux
AFB. Unfortunately, my dad’s threeyear tour was up so the family was to
leave a couple of months into my 10th
grade. Such sweet sorrow, but we
were headed for a new adventure in
the United States.
They were the best of times that I
will never forget.
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OUR YEAR IN VERDUN, FRANCE
By Judy Wilson
My husband, Tom Wilson, served two years in the U.S.
Army and was stationed in Germany during the mid1950s. During that time, he had occasion to be put on a
team of GIs who were given the task of moving
furniture and other items for one of the schools on
Baumholder. He was intrigued by the idea of schools
overseas. With that goal in mind, he graduated from
Fitchburg State College in 1962 and completed the
required two years of teaching. About midway through
his second year of teaching, he applied for and was
eventually notified by telegram of his job offer to teach
in France. We were so excited that we never gave a
thought to the fact that we had no idea where in France
we were going. We had things to do; quit jobs, sell a
house and cars, and explain to our families why we
wanted to go.
We flew into Paris where we were met and taken to the
Hotel Littre, a R&R hotel where many other new hires
were gathered. The superintendent took charge of the
group and started calling out names. Though the job
offer was for France, nobody had a specific destination.
The first group of people called was told to go out front,
board a bus, and head to their destination. The next
group of names was read off and sent to board another
bus, and on it went: Chateauroux, Poitiers, Dreux, etc.
The group got smaller and eventually Tom’s name was
called. He and a group of about 9 others were told we
were headed to Verdun and would go by train. Our
instructions were that we had to change trains in Bar le
Duc and someone would meet us in Verdun. What a
rag tag group we were: Tom, George and a group of
single female teachers and me. I do not recall that
anyone spoke French, but we were all a game group.
We managed the change of trains and arrived in Verdun
around 10 on a Friday night.
Our sponsor met us at the train station and announced
that we would be staying in the high school dorm for
the weekend. Ladies in one dorm and men in the other
and that didn’t set well with me or Tom. As our bus
went through town on the way to the dorms, we stopped
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for some reason and Tom, George and I jumped off.
We were in front of a classy hotel and so we marched in
and asked for a room. Easier said than done and so with
great effort on George’s part, Tom and I got a room.
The following afternoon we walked around town and
sat at a sidewalk café to order a beer and something to
eat. The beer part was easy, the sandwich not so much.
Neither of us spoke a word of French though our
hometown had a relatively large French population
from New Brunswick. We finally managed to get the
waiter to understand sandwich but no luck with ham. I
believe eventually Tom started to oink and we tried the
word “cochon”. The waiter smiled and went away and,
we figured whatever he came back with was going to be
lunch. George went on to spend the weekend
somewhere else and somehow must have gotten the
word to somebody as to our whereabouts because
Monday morning a jeep arrived at the hotel to pick
us up.
We were processed (including receiving dog tags),
assigned to a room with a shared bath (and no lock) in a
transient BOQ and things settled down. It took us about
a month to find and move into an apartment. Tom
started working and it was a far cry from his days of
teaching in Massachusetts. He was an Industrial Arts
teacher and now his classroom or one of them was an
old Quonset hut. When a new piece of machinery came
in, they cut a hole in the side of the building, moved the
equipment in or out and then I guess riveted it closed
again. The school was located in wings of an old
building that also housed the hospital, a school
cafeteria, school dorms and the mail room as well as
underground tunnels. Across from there was a golf
course and they served the very best hamburgers. The
cook was what was then called a “DP” or displaced
person and he was from Poland. He was a very pleasant
guy and his burgers were loaded with cooked onions .
Continued On Page 17
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Friday nights everyone went to the Officers Club,
French onion soup, red wine, and a great exchange of
information. When one was planning a trip you only
had to go to the club for suggestions on where to go,
where to stay and sometimes maps. We were one of
two married couples on the staff that year. June, the
other wife, and I had to get used to the life of a
dependent wife. Being a very independent person up
until then, I found my loss of identity difficult to deal
with at times. In later years frustration mounted when I
could not make a purchase over $100 for a rug without
my husband’s permission. Most of the teachers were
single females and it seemed that most of the faculty
was new to Verdun.
We spent a lot of weekends touring the battlefields,
towns and forts in the area. Neither of us remembered
much about the importance of Verdun during WWI and
so it was a learning experience and a sobering one.
Drives into the countryside revealed buildings that were
half demolished by bombs, houses with no roofs,
buildings covered with marks from being hit by guns,
open field areas that had what looked like moguls or
depressions from artillery and signs “Danger de mort”,
danger of death warnings for unexploded ordnance. We
did day trips to some of the American Cemeteries and
went to Luxembourg. We were fortunate to be referred
to an old bed and breakfast in the lower village and
enjoyed exploring Pfaffenthal. We also visited the
military cemetery.
Tom was coerced into being the golf coach though he
had never played a game of golf in his life. This added
a supplement to his $4,500 annual salary. Around
October, Tom and his team were scheduled to go to
Garmisch for a tournament and I was allowed to
accompany them. To say that I was overwhelmed with
the beauty of Garmisch is putting it mildly.

Thanksgiving 1964 came, and everyone was headed out.
We signed up for a tour to West Berlin that was another
eye opener for me. We had a tour of the west and the
second day we traveled into East Berlin. Our bus had to
stop at the various checkpoints and guards came on and
walked up and down the aisles. We were cautioned not

to take any photos. Other guards had long mirrors that
resembled dental mirrors that they held under the bus to
check and be sure we were not trying to help anyone to
escape. The difference between the east and west was
very noticeable. We had dinner one night in a restaurant
that was at the top of a high building and had a rotating
dining room. As we circled around and were able to see
over the east side one could easily see the lack of lights
or activity. It was also the first anniversary of the
assassination of President Kennedy and the steps to the
city hall in Berlin were covered in bouquets of flowers
in his memory.
Christmas was a trip to London. and we stayed at the
Columbia Club, a USAF officer’s club/hotel. We spent
Christmas Day mostly around or in the hotel.
Throughout the afternoon, men who worked at the hotel
would wander into the lobby or the bar and announce
“Mr. and Mrs. So and So have requested the presence of
3 Americans to share their Christmas dinner”. This
continued throughout the afternoon and early evening as
many British families were wishing to share their
holiday with American service members. The
following day was Boxing Day and we headed out to
see the changing of the guard. It was a great idea, but it
was extremely cold. Following the ceremony, we found
a neighborhood pub and had just settled in by a fire with
our drinks when the publican shouted, “Time
gentlemen, time”. The announcement was that they
were to close until about 6PM when they could reopen
for the evening. So, we had to hurry and finish our
drinks and go back out into the cold. As it was Boxing
Day there was a definite lack of public transportation
and we walked a long way before we eventually
managed to catch a taxi.
Back at Verdun, we decided to go to Germany for the
New Year. Tom had spent some of his Army time in
Neu Ulm, so we decided on that for our destination.
Our location in Verdun was a great advantage when we
wanted to visit other countries. I do not remember them
having major motorways at that time. so we headed out
for the long drive to Ulm. Beautiful mountains, snow
and old villages.

Continued On Page 18
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In Ulm we saw the Munster and many of the local
sights and spent New Year’s Eve at the Officers Club.
During our occasional trips to Germany after this, I was
impressed with the cleanliness of Germany and the
many flower boxes that lined the windows. Our
treatment in France by many of the locals was not great
as they were wanting the Americans to leave their
country. In the subways in Paris there were signs
“Yankee Go Home” and in shopping at some of the
local shops in Verdun we felt like we were being
ignored or treated rudely.

Three-day weekends meant travel and for the most part
many on the staff headed out right after school on
Friday. We traveled to Switzerland, Trier,
Saarbrucken; visited the village of Joan D’Arc; Reims
for champagne, the Grand Place, and soaked up the
culture. Easter vacation found us in Garmisch at the

General Abrams that later became the Green Arrow.
On to Austria, Switzerland and across to the Riviera.
From there we headed north back home with a long
drive through the mountains. We traveled every chance
we got.
Transfer papers were due, and my guess is that nearly
everyone had put in for a move. We were notified of a
transfer to Frankfurt and were quite excited; however,
due to family situations, we made the decision to return
to Massachusetts in June 1965. It was the right thing to
do at the time but, we never felt settled after our year of
living in France and experiencing the opportunity to go
places and see things.
We returned to DoDDS in 1969 to begin new adventures
at new locations.

CHATEAUROUX
By Edgar Bergmann
I started my DODDS career at
Chateauroux, France in Sept. of
1960. At this time each branch of
the service had their own school
system. Chateauroux was a US Air
Force base. There was also a small
NATO contingent plus French
forces. The schools at Chateauroux
were a part of the 7135th School
Group whose headquarter was
located in Wiesbaden, Germany.
The director of Air Force schools in
Europe was Dr. Joseph Mason. The
person in charge of Air Force
Schools in France was Ms. Helen
Johans. The combined High-Junior
High school probably had a staff of
25 .There was a principal and a vice
principal for the combined school.
The Principal was a Mr. William
Hathaway from L.A. and an
assistant principal Robert Wier .
There was also a superintendent for
all the schools in Chateauroux. I
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only remember his last name which
was Miller.
The school buildings were one story
buildings. Most of the faculty was
new to the system. Teachers could
seek housing on the local economy or
live in the BOQs, furnished by the
Air Force. Teachers were not
permitted to live in a US military
housing area. The Air Force
contingent was headed by a one star
general. Fighter Squadrons would
come to Chateauroux from the States
and stay for probably a month before
going back and then replaced by
another rotating squadron. There
was also a unit involved in flying
transport planes to the Congo,
which just won independence
from Belgium .There was a great
deal of turbulence after
independence occurred.

Chateauroux was not considered a
choice location. It was about 150
miles south of Paris. Rail connections
to Paris were good. There were no
cultural attractions of any sort in the
city. Restaurants did not start serving
the evening meal until 8:00 p.m.
There was very little social
interaction between the members of
the military and the local inhabitants.
There were also a lot of conflicts
between the faculty and the
administration, and relationships with
the parents were not the best. Most of
the teachers left the system after one
year, a few accepted transfers, and a
few signed up for another year
in Chateauroux..
If anybody has any questions about
the American presence in
Chateauroux, I will be glad
to answer.

How many of you have a will in place, or an estate plan?
Have you thought about where your personal overseas
school(s) memorabilia will end up once you’ve departed
to the great beyond? Did you know you can donate your
overseas school memorabilia to the American Overseas
Schools Historical Society (AOSHS) Archive (and soon
to include their new museum!) for permanent
preservation just by adding AOSHS to your will or estate
plan as the recipients of said memorabilia?
Whether you decide to donate them before or after you’re
gone, AOSHS has a Property Donation Form that you
can use to itemize your belongings and prepare them for
donation (in this newsletter), and we do have a collection
policy as well.
AOSHS COLLECTION POLICY
Boxes arrive weekly at the Archive full of items that
AOSHS catalogues to preserve the history they reflect.
We look forward to receiving any of the items below to
add to the AOSHS Archives and collections.
DO SEND:
• Artwork with location and date on it
•

Awards, class rings, diaries of school events,
dissertations, school journals (not vacation)

•

Letter jackets or other discernible clothing
(cheerleaders, mascots, band, etc.)

•

Magazines that feature student accomplishments;
either military or host nation

•

News clippings with details of publication and date

•

School pennants

•

Photographs with identification of person(s), location
and date

•

Presentations to visiting dignitaries

•

School records

•

Documented information about the mission of a
School, District or Region

•

Trophies with specific details of school, event, year

•

Yearbooks

•

Videos or like of school functions and/or events

DO NOT SEND:
• Items that are readily available elsewhere, such as
commercially published magazines or textbooks
•

Broken artifacts, unreadable documents and other
materials that are too damaged to be of historical
value

•

Personal diaries, videos or disks of holiday or
summer vacations

•

Personnel documents that are disparaging to an
individual(s) or that contain any personally
identifiable information

•

Souvenirs from foreign countries unless school or
educationally related

If you are in question regarding the property donation,
please call the AOSHS office at 316-685-6837 or email
at office@aoshs.com to verify if the item(s) you want to
donate are appropriate for the archives.
You must include a completed and signed Property
Donations Form inside the box(es) of items sent to
AOSHS headquarters in Wichita. All donations become
the property of AOSHS.
Make sure YOUR history is preserved at AOSHS.
Please visit YouTube to see the new video that DoDEA
has made to share our property donation program:
https://youtu.be/AexhtNS0JwE
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